








Master of His Domain
Technically Speaking with Danny Sullivan

Average workday for you? 
It can be anything. Yesterday I was up at 
Facebook, because they called an instant 
press conference about their new chat 
product. Then, that afternoon, I went over to 
Google to talk to them. 

Your offline life?
The beach. We like going out in the harbor, a 
bike ride here on the boardwalk, just traveling. 
I love Chronic Tacos, Angels games, the Vans 
skate park.

Your OC connection?
I love Orange County. Cut me, and I’d bleed 
orange. I grew up here. I lived in Britain for 
twelve years, traveled all over the world and 
this is still my home. A lot of people who got 
their start today, did it because of a guide I 
wrote when working in a business park in 
Irvine. So Orange County has this interesting 
connection into this entire search world, and 
nobody realizes it.

Tech tips?
Be master of your own domain. I’ve seen some 
people on Google+ say, “Oh, you don’t even 
need a blog.” Yeah, if you’re an idiot, because 
Google+ could go away. Have your own local 
copies, be able to get your data out.

Fall tech trends:
Definitely watch what’s going on with Google, 
as Facebook’s new competitor. It’s also going 
to be interesting to see what happens with 
the new iPhone, what will go on in the tablet 
space, the Android 4.0.

You tell it like it is. 
Yeah, I’ve been a bit grumpy lately. But when 
I do a rant, I will try to make sure it’s fair or 
explain why. I’ll give you details why I think you 
suck and how you can suck less. 

Your role in the Bing sting this year?
Yeah, “Binggate” or “Googlegate.” Google 
really disagreed with what Bing was doing 
(essentially ripping off its search results), and 
wanted to tell their story. They called me up 
and said I was the one they wanted to tell it. 
Google’s never been in any kind of Hollywood-
style sting operation, so it was an incredible 
story to break. We had 13,000 people on the 
site, at the same time, reading that story every 
second it was going. The story made The 
Colbert Report. 

Do you work for Google? 
Not at all. It’s funny, though, my kids call me a 
Googlist because they thought Google was a 
person. I would get lots of calls and the kids 
would ask who it was, and I’d say, “Google.” Or 
I’d be at conferences and my wife would say, 
“He’s gone off to see Google.”

Is that an @ tattoo on your wrist?
I got it around 2007. I wanted something that 
said Internet and I actually thought the @ was 
kind of going away because email was dying. 
But then Twitter started picking up, so I feel like 
my tattoo got a new lease on life. 

Speaking of, you have over 150,000 
followers on Twitter? 
Yes, I’m on Twitter’s Who To Follow List. They 
pick a few hundred, and they recommend me 
(@dannysullivan) for technology.

Should everyone be on Twitter these days?
I feel like you have to be at this point. Even if you 
don’t tweet, it’s just like having an email address. 
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H
e’s on a first-name basis with 
Google’s Larry and Sergey, 
as well as the Twitter team, 
and flies to Facebook for 
press conferences with 

Zuckerberg. And everyone from CNN 
to Fast Company rings him for the  
inside story. Danny Sullivan of 
Newport Beach is OC’s secret tech 
guru who publishes the national, in 
demand, Huffington Post-like site, 
SearchEngineLand.com. He writes, 
rants, seems more surfer than tech 
head and has his high-profile keystrokes 
in everything you and I use daily on 
the Internet. I caught up with Danny, 
45, at his Balboa Peninsula bungalow. 
Outfitted in floral camo-colored shorts, 
a surf shirt and no shoes, he took 
time out from his workday and nightly 
rollerblade routine to talk search, 
trends and gadgets and share his role 
in breaking “Binggate” earlier this year.

Are you a geek?
Probably. But I’m not a programmer, and I 
don’t live in my mother’s basement. I couldn’t 
tell you about every Star Trek episode 
created, but I could tell you more than I 
probably should. 

You’re constantly quoted in the press 
(WSJ, ABC, Forbes). Why are the big shots 
coming to you? 
Well, I’ve been covering search before Google 
even started. I don’t know that anyone has 
been covering the space as a journalist any 
longer than I have. I don’t have any agenda to 
be pushing, and I don’t play favorites. 
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